Metastatic or dystrophic conjunctival calcification in renal failure?
In renal failure the incidence of pingueculae is significantly higher than in a comparable control group but there is no evidence that the calcific precipitation in renal failure is of a dystrophic nature. The lime salts are not located within the area of elastotic degeneration, a prerequisite for dystrophic degeneration. Moreover there is no association between the magnitude of the conjunctival degeneration and the degree of calcification. This makes it likely that the calcium precipitates represent metastatic calcification even though admittedly support for this assumption is tenuous.